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ANNEX 1 
 

MACRO-AREA OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN BIOENGINEERING, BIOINFORMATICS AND HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES 

 
LOCATION: Department of Electrical, Computer and Biomedical Engineering 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Riccardo Bellazzi 
RESEARCH TOPICS: bioinformatics, biomedical informatics (including artificial intelligence 
techniques applied to biomedical data), modeling of biological systems, biomedical technology 
(including advanced methods of signal and image analysis in multimodal contexts), 
computational biomechanics (including fluidodynamics), biological tissue engineering, 
biomaterials, synthetic biology. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. 
Candidates are allowed to take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The 
videoconference must be requested by selecting the appropriate option in the online application 
procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for applications). 
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 15 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. motivation letter in Italian or English language (max 500 words) (up to 1 point); 
b. research project either in Italian or in English (max. 1500 words, bibliography not counted), 

related to PhD research topics. The project’s structure should be as follows: short general 
introduction about the state of the art relative to the chosen topic; presentation of the 
research’s objectives; discussion of the expected results; evaluation of the theoretical 
and/or practical implications (up to 5 points); 

c. exams taken during the candidate’s degree courses, bearing the mark (up to 6 points); 
d. scientific publications (up to 1 point); 
e. curriculum vitae (up to 2 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 8/15. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than September 12, 
2024. The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. 
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This can be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 30, 2024, at 9:30 (CET), “Aula Seminari verde” of the Department of 
Electrical, Computer and Biomedical Engineering - Floor D - Via Ferrata n. 5 – Pavia. 
The research project will be discussed during the interview and is meant to verify the candidate’s 
aptitude towards research. It will not be binding if the candidate is admitted onto the PhD course. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFO: http://phdbb.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html 
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

1. Biomedical informatics 
2. Diagnostic, therapeutic and rehabilitative bioengineering 
3. Cell and tissue Bioengineering 

 
 

     PHD COURSE  
IN COMPUTATIONAL MATHEMATICS, LEARNING, AND DATA SCIENCE 

 
LOCATION: Department of Mathematics “F. Casorati” 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Stefano Gualandi 
COOPERATING INSTITUTIONS: Università della Svizzera Italiana (USI), Bruno Kessler Foundation 
The PhD student funded by Fondazione Bruno Kessler will perform the PhD activities at the 
Fondazione. The main location of the other PhD students will be the Università degli Studi di Pavia. 
PhD students will have to spend a mobility period at the Università della Svizzera Italiana of at 
least six months over the three years. In the case of the PhD student funded by Fondazione Bruno 
Kessler, the mobility period at USI will be mandatory provided that it is required by the educational 
program of the student.   
The PhD degree will be jointly conferred by the Rector of the University of Pavia and the Rector of 
the Università della Svizzera Italiana (USI), with the exception of the PhD student funded by FBK, 
in case he/she has not spent a mobility period at USI. 
RESEARCH TOPICS: 
Computational Mathematics 

▪ Mathematical Analysis and Modeling: partial differential equation models and 
applications, functional analysis, nonlinear analysis, variational models and methods, 
calculus of variations 

▪ Numerical Analysis and Scientific Computing: numerical methods for ordinary and 
partial differential equations (finite elements, spectral elements, isogeometric analysis), 
approximation of data and functions, numerical linear algebra, parallel and distributed 
computing, numerical simulation 

http://phdbb.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html
http://phdbb.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html
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▪ Optimization and Operational Research: Optimization methods, convex, integer, quadratic, 
and nonlinear programming, optimization algorithms, Control Theory 

▪ Biomathematics and computational medicine: mathematical and numerical modeling in 
Biology, Physiology, Neurosciences, Cardiology, Epidemiology 

Machine Learning, Deep Learning 
● Machine Learning: Algorithms for Machine Learning and Statistical Learning 
● Deep Learning: Artificial Neural Networks, mathematical and computational aspects; 

Physics-Informed Neural Networks, Deep Operator Networks; Graph Neural Networks 
● Data Science and Artificial Intelligence:  Methodologies for integration, reproducibility, and 

interpretability of models; generative models for constructing synthetic data in medicine 
● Computational Intelligence: applications in Neuroscience, Neuroimaging, Cardiology, 

Epidemiology. 
Health Data Science and Statistical Learning: 

● Statistical methodology: Regression models, causal inference (both frequentist and 
Bayesian approaches), graphical models (DAG), time-to-event analysis, longitudinal data 
analysis, mediation and interaction analysis, analysis of randomized clinical trials (e.g., 
Intention-to-treat, Per-Protocol), predictive modelling, Mendelian Randomization methods, 
network and path analysis. 

● Medical statistics: Design and analysis of observational, longitudinal, experimental, or 
retrospective studies using biomedical and psychological data, including clinical data, 
psychological questionnaire data, EEG traces, etc. 

● Statistics and Genetic Epidemiology, Bioinformatics: Design and analysis of genetic, 
epigenetic, gene expression, and sequencing studies for the study of complex and rare 
diseases, using case-control studies or family studies. 

Computational Physics:  
● Mathematical Physics: kinetic theory, granular media, statistical mechanics, diffusion 

equations, hyperbolic systems, socio-economic modeling  
● Computational Physics and Biophysics: mathematical and computer methods in 

Elementary Particle and High Energy Physics, Monte Carlo methods, quantum computing, 
biophysical models and Monte Carlo methods in Radiotherapy and Hadrotherapy. 

A more detailed description of the research carried out in this PhD program is available at 
http://compmat.unipv.it/. For details about research activities, see: 

− Department of Mathematics of the University of Pavia:  http://matematica.unipv.it/ 
− Department of Brain and Behavioral Sciences of the University of Pavia: 

http://dbbs.unipv.it/ricerca_biostatistica_neurofisiologia_psichiatria 
− Institute of Computational Sciences, USI: https://www.ics.usi.ch  
− Bruno Kessler Foundation: https://ict.fbk.eu/areas/data-science 

ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview via videoconference. 
Candidates are allowed to take the interview in English. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 

http://compmat.unipv.it/
http://matematica.unipv.it/
http://dbbs.unipv.it/ricerca_biostatistica_neurofisiologia_psichiatria
https://www.ics.usi.ch/
https://ict.fbk.eu/areas/data-science/
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QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 15 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. letter of intent written in English (max 2000 words) including the research project to be 
carried out during the PhD course. This will not be binding if the candidate is admitted to 
the PhD program: up to 3 points; 

b. exams taken during the candidate’s master’s degree course: up to 4 points; 
c. a maximum of 1 reference letter, issued and submitted directly by a professor from the 

university where the applicant’s degree was awarded or by other professors/researchers 
who have had direct contact with the applicant. During the online application, the 
candidate will enter the contact data of the chosen referee who, through a specific online 
procedure, will have to upload the reference letter directly in the University portal by the 
deadline of the call. Unlike the other documents, the letter must not be uploaded by the 
candidate during the online application procedure. Letters uploaded by the candidate 
him/herself will not be evaluated by the committee: up to 2 points; 

d. abstract of the Master thesis, if available (max 1000 words), publications and preprints. 
Concerning publications and preprints, candidates may also send an abstract and indicate 
a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), or otherwise provide a link to a web repository. Only 
publications from the last 5 years that are congruent with the research topics of the PhD 
course will be considered: up to 2 points; 

e. curriculum vitae: up to 4 points. 
Except for the reference letter, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 10/15.  
The results of the qualification assessment will be published online no later than July 10, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: July 16, 2024, via videoconference, starting from 9:00 CET. 
The interview will be held in Italian or English and will verify the candidate’s knowledge of 
English. The interview will concern the main topics covered by the PhD course and will include a 
short presentation of the research project meant to verify the candidates’ aptitude towards 
research. Before the interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The 
University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to take the interview 
due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION:  http://compmat.unipv.it/ 
DETERMINATION OF THE UNIVERSITY AFFILIATION 
Once the ranking list has been determined, selected candidates will be asked to express their 
preference regarding the location of their PhD activities, between the University of Pavia and the 
Fondazione Bruno Kessler. The Academic Board of the PhD course will then assign the students’ 
location based on the candidates’ preference, until the PhD positions at one of the two locations 
have all been attributed. Then, the remaining PhD students will be assigned the positions at the 
other location, irrespective of their indicated preference. 
 

http://compmat.unipv.it/
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PhD COURSE 
IN DESIGN, MODELING, AND SIMULATION IN ENGINEERING 

 
LOCATION: Department of Civil Engineering and Architecture 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Ferdinando Auricchio 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Civil Engineering, Hydraulic Engineering, Building Engineering and 
Architecture, Computational Mechanics, Industrial Engineering, Applied Mathematics, Materials 
Engineering. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art.  5 of this Call for 
applications). 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. exams taken during the candidate’s degree courses, bearing the marks (up to 5 points); 
b. abstract of the master thesis, scientific publications, preprints (up to 2 points); 
c. curriculum vitae (up to 3 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 7/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than September 12, 
2024. The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. 
This can be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 13, 2024, at 9:30 (CET), Aula MS1 of the Department of Civil Engineering 
and Architecture – Via Ferrata n. 3, Pavia. 
The interview will concern the main topics covered by the PhD course. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document and to state for which scholarships they wish to apply.  The 
University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to take the interview 
due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: http://phd.unipv.it/phd-program-in-design-modeling-and-simulation-in-
engineering/ 
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

a. Civil Engineering and Architecture – tracks: i) Structures and Materials; ii) Hydraulic, 
Environment & Energy Engineering; iii) Building Engineering/Architecture 

b. Computational Mechanics. 
 

http://phd.unipv.it/phd-program-in-design-modeling-and-simulation-in-
http://phd.unipv.it/phd-program-in-design-modeling-and-simulation-in-
http://phd.unipv.it/phd-program-in-design-modeling-and-simulation-in-engineering/
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PhD COURSE  
IN PHYSICS 

 
LOCATION: Department of Physics  
COORDINATOR: Prof. Daniela Marcella Rebuzzi 
COOPERATING INSTITUTION: National Institute for Nuclear Physics - INFN 
TOPICS: Nuclear and subnuclear physics, theoretical and mathematical physics, condensed 
matter physics (including experimental and theoretical solid-state physics, optics and photonics, 
quantum information), interdisciplinary and applied physics (biomedical physics, energy, ICT-
Information and communication technology) 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for 
applications).  
Candidates who wish to compete for one of the topic-related scholarships must state their interest 
before the beginning of the interview. 
The candidates’ qualifications must, in the judgement of the examining committee, meet the 
standards of a solid application story. Subsequently, the preparation of the applicants is evaluated 
in an interview, whose purpose is to demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of basic Physics 
and to assess the student's analytic ability, creativity, and potential for successful completion of 
the PhD course in Physics.  
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:  

a. exams taken during the candidate’s degree courses, bearing the marks (up to 4 points); 
b. Master’s degree thesis, publications and professional experience. A 2-page abstract of the 

thesis must be attached to the application. Publications and similar documents must be 
attached to the application in their complete version (up to 2 points); 

c. outline of the research project (max 2 pages), in Italian or English. This will not be binding if 
the candidate is admitted onto the PhD course (up to 2 points); 

d. a maximum of 2 reference letters, issued and submitted directly by professors from the 
university where the degree was awarded or by other professors/researchers who have had 
direct contact with the applicant. During the online application, the candidate will enter the 
contact data of the chosen referees who, through a specific online procedure, will have to 
upload the reference letter directly in the University portal by the deadline of the call. Unlike 
the other documents, these letters must not be uploaded by the candidate during the online 
application procedure. Letters uploaded by the candidate him/herself will not be evaluated 
by the committee (up to 2 points). 

Except for the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications.  
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10. 
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The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than July 17, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: July 25 and 26, 2024, at 9:00 (CET), Physics Department, Via Bassi n. 6, Pavia.  
The interview will concern the main topics covered by the PhD course and the research project. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: http://www-2.unipv.it/dottorati/scienzeetecnologie/fisica/index.php 
The PhD course involves the following programs:  

1. Physics of Fundamental Interactions; 
2. Condensed Matter; 
3. Interdisciplinary and Applied Physics. 

 
 

PhD COURSE  
IN ELECTRONICS, COMPUTER SCIENCE  

AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
(Industrial PhD course) 

 
LOCATION: Department of Electrical, Computer and Biomedical Engineering 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Ilaria Cristiani 
COOPERATING COMPANIES: A2A SpA, Bright Solutions srl, ABB Switzerland Ltd, 
Tecnimont SpA; 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Photonics and Microwave Technologies, Space Communications Systems, 
Computer Engineering and Automation, Electrical Engineering, Mechatronics and Robotics. 
Eight programs are provided, including an international program in cooperation with the Lodz 
University of Technology, Polonia. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English. 
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. degree marks of both the bachelor and master’s degree. If the master’s degree hasn’t been 
attained yet, the marks obtained during the master’s degree course will be considered, 

http://www-2.unipv.it/dottorati/scienzeetecnologie/fisica/index.php
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provided that at least half of the total credits required for the master’s course have been 
achieved by the date of the application submission (up to 6 points);  

b. publications (up to 1 point); 
c. curriculum vitae (up to 1 point);  
d. 2 reference letters, issued and submitted directly by professors from the university where 

the degree was awarded or by other professors/researchers who have had direct contact with 
the applicant. The Committee will assess the relevance of what is declared in the letter, the 
scientific reputation of the person signing the letter and the number of letters submitted. 
During the online application, the candidate will enter the contact data of the chosen referees 
who, through a specific online procedure, will have to upload the reference letter directly in 
the University portal by the deadline of the call. Unlike the other documents, the letter must 
not be uploaded by the candidate during the online application procedure. Letters uploaded 
by the candidate him/herself will not be evaluated by the committee (up to 2 points).  

Except for the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than September 4, 
2024. The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. 
This can be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 9, 2024, at 9:30 (CET), via videoconference. 
Candidates will be informed by the Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the 
interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia 
does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical 
difficulties. 
Up to 30 points are assigned upon assessment of the interview.  
INFORMATION:  https://phdieie.unipv.it/ 
The PhD course involves the following programs:  

1) Photonics 
2) Microwave Technologies 
3) Telecommunications 
4) Cyber Physical Systems 
5) Artificial Intelligence and Computer Vision (including the topic on Financial 
Technologies, FinTech) 
6) Automation 
7) Electrical Engineering (in cooperation with Lodz University of Technology, Poland) 
8) Mechatronics and Robotics. 

 
 
 

PhD COURSE 

http://www.unipv.it/dottIEIE
http://www.unipv.it/dottIEIE
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IN CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES,  
AND RELATED INDUSTRIAL INNOVATION 

 
LOCATION: Department of Chemistry 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Giorgio Colombo 
RESEARCH TOPICS: 
Chemistry: Green Chemistry; Asymmetric synthesis, Computational methods in bio-inorganic 
systems; Ligands for nucleic acids; synthesis of biologically active compounds via pericyclic 
reactions; Polymers for energetics; Supramolecular devices; Functional nanomaterials; Surfaces 
with molecular monolayers; Adsorbants and solid catalysts for analytical applications; 
Biomimetic chemosensors; Materials for stone/wood supports; Structures/properties of metallo-
enzymes; Photochemistry, C-H activation; Development of new generation perovskite based solar 
cells/Fabrication and characterization of perovskite based solar cells/Physico chemical 
characterization of nanostructured materials; Analytical Chemistry applied to forensic sciences; 
Electroanalytical chemistry; Adsorbents, Solid Catalysts; Optical sensors for analytical 
applications. 
Pharmaceutical sciences: Identification of novel neuroprotective and anticancer drugs; 
macromolecule immobilization; Identification of new neuroprotective and antitumor agents; 
Immobilization of macromolecules; Nutraceuticals from agri-food waste: isolation, 
characterization, bioactivity and bioaccessibility studies; Study of Molecularly Imprinted 
Polymers-biological target interactions; Development of innovative supports for analytical 
applications in the pharmaceutical field; LC-MS for the characterization of proteins of 
pharmaceutical interest; Drug discovery from plants; New site-specific therapeutic systems, 
development of scaffolds for tissue repair (cutaneous, tendon-osteoarticular, central and 
peripheral nervous system and tubular organs); Development of nanoparticulate protein systems 
for the active delivery of drugs and for anticancer immunotherapy; Development of medicines 
based on mesenchymal stem cell derivatives for regenerative medicine and drug delivery; 
Development of medicinal products for advanced therapies, somatic cell therapy and tissue 
engineering. 
Industrial innovation: Scale-up of products and processes in the chemical and pharmaceutical 
fields; development of formulation strategies in pharmaceutical industry. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
have the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art.  5 of this Call for 
applications). 
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 15 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. arithmetic average of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves; in the case of degree 
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obtained in a foreign institution, the committee will use the ECTS grading tables (up to 9 
points); 

2. curriculum vitae et studiorum (up to 3 points); 
3. motivation letter, either in Italian or English (max 1000 characters, spaces included), along 

with / including a research project developed by the candidate (max 3000 characters, 
spaces included; max 2 figures), either in Italian or English (up to 3 points). The project, 
which will not be binding if the candidate is admitted onto the PhD program, must contain 
a general introduction about the state of the art on the topic, a presentation of the research 
objectives, a discussion of the expected results as well as an evaluation of the theoretical 
and/or practical implications. 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 9/15. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than September 5, 
2024. The results will be posted on the Chemistry Department noticeboard and in the Personal 
Area of the candidate in the University website. This can be accessed using the login information 
provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 12, 2024, at 9:00 (CET), at the Department of Chemistry – Aula CG3 
(General Section) – Viale Taramelli n. 12 – Pavia. 
The interview will concern the topics covered by the PhD course and may include a discussion on 
the candidates’ experimental thesis and/or on the research project, in order to assess their aptitude 
and potential. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: please contact the PhD Coordinator Prof. Giorgio Colombo: phd.cfi@unipv.it 
PhD course involves the following programs: 

a. Chemistry; 
b. Pharmaceutical Sciences; 
c. Industrial Innovation. 

 
 

PHD COURSE IN 
EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

 
LOCATION: Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Silvio Seno 
RESEARCH TOPICS: 

mailto:phd.cfi@unipv.it
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− Climate change: Mechanisms, rates and volumes of sediment transfer in deglaciating 
Alpine basins (Facing Global Challenges project) - Cat. 989 

− Study of the first continental tectono-stratigraphic and crustal phases of the Alpine Cycle 
in the Basque-Cantabrian area of the Pyrenees - Cat. 989 

− Investigation into the Hieracium tomentosum L. group: defining an integrative approach 
for a taxonomic revision combining traditional taxonomy with ecological, cytological and 
molecular data - Cat. 989 

− Maze landraces: tackling future challenges from tradition - Cat. 989 
− Effect s of anthropization on behaviour ecology, learning, personality and animal 

distribution in amphibians and reptiles - Cat. 989 
− Archaean mantle evolution: constraints from peridotite cumulates of SW Greenland - Cat. 

989 
− Biodiversity of Dark Septate Endophytes of extreme environments - Cat. 989 
− Monitoring and characterization of marine soundscapes using machine learning 

techniques - Cat. 989 
− Impact of climate change on social dynamics and demography of alpine marmots 

(Marmota marmota) in the Gran Paradiso National Park: development of monitoring and 
conservation guidelines - Cat. 989 

ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview via videoconference. 
Candidates are allowed to take the interview in English. 
Candidates who wish to compete for one of the topic-related scholarships must state their interest 
before the beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 5 points); 

2. research project and qualifications (up to 5 points). The research project (max 5000 
characters, spaces included), in Italian or English, must concern one of the research topics 
included in the PhD course. The project is meant to verify the candidate’s aptitude towards 
research. It will not be binding if the candidate is admitted onto the PhD course. The 
qualifications include research and development activity for public and private 
institutions, scientific publications, postgraduate scientific education (internships, 
training courses, participation in conferences). 

The qualifications must be submitted according with the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of 
this call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 5/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be announced no later than September 10, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided during registration. 
INTERVIEW: September 12, 2024, starting at 9:30 (CET), via videoconference. 
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The interview will be held in Italian or English and will be an opportunity to verify the candidate’s 
knowledge of English. The interview will consist of a short presentation of the research project 
(max 15 minutes; the use of technological support such as slides is encouraged) that is designed to 
verify the candidate’s aptitude towards research. The research project presented by the candidate 
will not, in any way, be binding if the candidate is admitted onto the PhD course. More details on 
research topics are available at the following website: http://phd-dsta.unipv.it/. 
Before the interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The University 
of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to take the interview due to 
technical difficulties. 
INFO: http://phd-dsta.unipv.it  
 
 
 
 

MACRO-AREA OF LIFE SCIENCES 

 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN GENETICS, MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR BIOLOGY 

 
LOCATION: Department of Biology and Biotechnology “Lazzaro Spallanzani” 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Davide Sassera 
RESEARCH TOPICS: 

− Functional and population genomics of humans and animal species, archaeogenomics 
and epigenomics. 

− Molecular and cellular bases of hereditary and complex disorders, aging, cell and organ 
differentiation and development, evolutionary mechanisms. 

− DNA replication and repair, transcription, regulation of gene expression. 
− Microorganisms and viruses of clinical and biotechnological relevance. Interactions 

between prokaryotes and eukaryotes. 
− Biotechnological and molecular approaches for the improvement of crop species. 
− Functional and structural characterization of potential targets for pharmacological drugs, 

development of therapeutic molecules and study of mechanisms of action. 
For further information please visit https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-
programs/phd-programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1  
ADMISSION PROCEDURE:  

http://phd-dsta.unipv.it/
http://phd-dsta.unipv.it/
https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/phd-programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1
https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/phd-programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1
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− Candidates applying for the positions labeled as cat. 989 (regular positions and position 
with scholarship “Facing Global Challenges”) are selected through qualifications 
assessment and tests (written and oral test).  

− Candidates applying for the position labeled as cat. 982 (position with scholarship PNRR 
630/2024) are selected through qualifications assessment and interview via 
videoconference. 

Candidates are allowed to take the tests in English. 
It is not possible to apply for more than one category.  
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. reference letters (up to two) in Italian or English, issued and submitted directly by 
professors from the university where the degree was awarded or by other 
professors/researchers who have had direct contact with the applicant. During the online 
application, the candidate will enter the contact data of the chosen referee who, through a 
specific online procedure, will have to upload the reference letter directly in the University 
portal by the deadline of the call. Unlike the other documents, the letter must not be 
uploaded by the candidate during the online application procedure. Letters uploaded by the 
candidate him/herself will not be evaluated by the committee (up to 1 point); 

b. scientific publications. Only publications from the last 5 years that are congruent with the 
research topics of the PhD course will be considered (up to 1 point); 

c. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 7 points); 

d. Curriculum vitae. Significant vocational experiences, such as contracts, research grants, 
and courses on relevant and high-profile topics, will be considered (up to 1 point).  

Except for the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
described in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications. 
WRITTEN TEST: August 27, 2024, at 9:30 (CET), Aula “Jucci" of the “Golgi-Spallanzani” building - 
Via Ferrata n. 9 – Pavia; 
INTERVIEW: August 29, 2024, at 9:00 (CET), Aula “Jucci" of the “Golgi-Spallanzani” building - Via 
Ferrata n. 9 – Pavia. The interview will be held via videoconference for the candidates applying 
for cat. 982 only.  
INFORMATION: https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/phd-
programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1  

 

 
PhD COURSE 

IN EXPERIMENTAL MEDICINE 
(Industrial PhD course) 

 
LOCATION: Department of Internal Medicine and Medical Therapeutics 

https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/phd-programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1
https://dbb.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/phd-programs/phd-program-genetics-molecular-and-cellular-biology-1
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COORDINATOR: Prof. Stefano Perlini 
COOPERATING COMPANY: Fondazione San Matteo IRCCS 
RESEARCH TOPICS: general medicine, medical therapy, experimental surgery, microsurgery, 
anesthesiology, biomedical technologies, bioethics-noetics in surgical patients. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art.  5 of this Call for 
applications). 
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of the English language will be verified during 
the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. curriculum vitae (up to 4 points); 
b. former periods of proven research activity at Italian or foreign scientific institutions (up 

to 3 points); 
c. published full papers in peer reviewed medical journals (up to 3 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be announced no later than September 6, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided during registration. 
INTERVIEW: September 13, 2024, at 15:00 (CET), at Aula 1.5 Campus della Salute – Fondazione 
I.R.C.C.S. Policlinico San Matteo – Viale Golgi n. 19 - Pavia. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: http://phdms.unipv.eu  
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

a. Internal medicine and medical therapeutics; 
b. Experimental surgery and microsurgery. 

 
 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN PSYCHOLOGY 

http://phdms.unipv.eu/
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LOCATION: Department of Brain and Behavioral Sciences 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Gabriella Bottini 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Psychology, Cognitive Neurosciences, Neuropsychiatric disorders. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for 
applications). 
Candidates who wish to compete for one of the topic-related scholarships must state their interest 
before the beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:  

a. motivation letter in Italian or English (max 500 words) (up to 1 point); 
b. maximum of 2 reference letters issued and submitted directly by professors from the 

university where the degree was awarded or by other professors/researchers who have had 
direct contact with the applicant. During the online application, the candidate will enter 
the contact data of the chosen referee who, through a specific online procedure, will have 
to upload the reference letter directly in the University portal by the deadline of the call. 
Unlike the other documents, the letter must not be uploaded by the candidate during the 
online application procedure. Letters uploaded by the candidate him/herself will not be 
evaluated by the committee (up to 1 point); 

c. research project in Italian or English (max. 3000 words), related to PhD research topics. The 
project’s structure must be novel and original and must be written as follows: 1) general 
introduction about the state of the art relative to the chosen topic; 2) presentation of the 
research objectives, including a clear definition of the research hypothesis; 3) description 
of the of materials and methodology (with a particular focus on the experimental procedure 
and the statistical data analysis); 4) discussion of the expected results with evaluation of 
the theoretical and/or practical implications of the research project. In any case, the project 
will not constitute a binding work program in case of admission to the PhD course (up to 5 
points); 

d. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses (up to 3 points). For students with qualifications obtained abroad, a transcript of 
the grades is required, showing: 

i. the arithmetic average of the exams obtained for each course of study; 
ii. the minimum grade for sufficiency and the maximum grade in the university of 

origin. 
A curriculum vitae is also required, which will not be considered for assessment.  
Except for the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications.  
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 7/10.  
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The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than July 15, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 6, 2024, starting from 8:30 (CET), “Aula di Psicologia”, Department of Brain 
and Behavioral Sciences (Psychology section), Piazza Botta n. 6, Pavia.  
If the interview is held in Italian, the Committee will verify the candidate’s knowledge of the 
English language through the reading and translation of a short text taken from an essay or 
scientific article. The candidate will be asked to describe the content and methodology of the 
research project submitted, as well as the reason why he/she is willing to undertake a doctoral 
course. The interview will take into consideration the candidate’s disciplinary orientation, in 
particular for what concerns the research methodology in the field of behavioural, biomedical and 
instrumental sciences.  
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: phd-pnds.unipv.eu  
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

1. Cognition and Neuroscience  
2. Developmental and Applied Psychology 

 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH AND LIFESTYLE 

 
LOCATION: Department of Public Health, Experimental and Forensic Medicine  
COORDINATOR: Prof. Cristina Montomoli 
RESEARCH TOPICS:  
Biostatistics methods for biomedicine and public health: environmental exposures and health in 
the general population. Environmental exposures and genetic susceptibility in chronic-
degenerative diseases. Health indicators. Spatio-temporal evaluation models and predictive 
models of health determinants. 
Research methodology in public health: design and analysis of observational and experimental 
studies. Models of statistical analysis for the identification of the population’s health needs and 
for the evaluation of diagnostic tools, therapeutic interventions and health and social care. 
Hygiene and Preventive Medicine: public health and community medicine, preventive medicine, 
rehabilitation and social medicine, primary prevention, secondary prevention and screening, 
tertiary prevention, prophylaxis, surveillance, environmental hygiene, workplace and school 
hygiene, food hygiene, health education and communication, health promotion. 
Health Organization: epidemiology of services, analysis of current flows and health needs, 
evaluation of performance, population health, analysis of health policies and systems, impact and 

https://phd-pnds.unipv.eu/
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health technology assessment, planning and management of health services, international health 
and global health. 
Work environments that promote health: research and application of factors that allow to lead 
healthy lifestyles, in order to prevent chronic non-communicable diseases (cardiovascular, 
musculoskeletal and chronic-degenerative) in economically active populations and to bring about 
a close integration with Total Workers Health (TWE) projects. 
Industrial medicine and industrial hygiene: scenarios and determinants of work-related 
neoplastic and neurodegenerative diseases; exposure through environmental measures and 
biological monitoring, specifically focused on emerging risk factors in the workplace, by providing 
predictive and preventive models of health damage. 
Forensic Medicine: forensic pathology and forensic histopathology; forensic medicine and 
forensic examinations on living persons; in particular, study of the causes of death and disability 
and their relation to diseases and conditions that can be prevented through lifestyle actions. 
Forensic Sciences: use and abuse markers of psychotropic substances and study of their effects 
on quality of life. Genetic markers related to drug or substance abuse response. Study of lifestyle-
related epigenetic effects. 
Histology and Embryology: assessment of morphological changes in cells and tissues in response 
to exposure to diverse environmental factors (chemical-physical, psychological). Use of 
regenerative medicine/tissue engineering technologies for the regeneration of organs and tissues 
damaged by disease, trauma or incorrect lifestyles. 
Dietetics and Human Nutrition: food security, food safety, sustainability of food models and 
systems, nutritional surveillance, food behavior, food education and dietary principles for different 
ages and physiological conditions of life (child, adult, elderly, pregnant, breastfeeding, sports). 
Clinical Nutrition: assessment of the nutritional status and body composition in 
pathophysiological condition, pathophysiology and clinical nutrition, principles of diet therapy 
applied to diseases, functional foods, diets for special medical purposes and nutraceutical products, 
lifestyle medicine, personalized and precision nutrition. 
Physical activity for the promotion of well-being, prevention and treatment of non-
communicable diseases: study of the effectiveness of different paradigms and methodological 
approaches to research and intervention, necessary for the prevention and recovery of 
psychophysical well-being and health both in the healthy people and in the ones affected by non-
communicable diseases. 
Sports performance: study of different paradigms and methodological and technological 
approaches to research and intervention, useful for the study, the organization and planning of 
application and innovative projects aimed at the optimization of the training process and the 
maintenance/ improvement of athletes’ performance and health. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview.  
Candidates are allowed to take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The 
videoconference must be requested by selecting the appropriate option in the online application 
procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for applications). 
Candidates who wish to compete for one of the topic-related scholarships must state their interest 
before the beginning of the interview. 
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LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of the English language will be verified during 
the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:  

a. research project in Italian or English (max. 1500 words, bibliography excluded), related to 
the PhD research topics. The project’s structure must be written as follows: 1) general 
introduction about the state of the art relative to the chosen topic; 2) presentation of the 
research objectives; 3) discussion of the expected results with evaluation of the theoretical 
and/or practical implications of the research project (up to 5 points); 

b. motivation letter in Italian or English (max 500 words) (up to 1 point); 
c. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 

courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 1 point); 
d. scientific publications (up to 1 point) 
e. curriculum vitae (up to 2 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10.  
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than July 25, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 10, 2024, starting from 9:00 (CET), at Auletta Informatizzata, Department 
of Public Health, Experimental and Forensic Medicine, via Forlanini 2, Pavia. 
The interview will focus on the topics of the PhD course. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
The results of the interviews will be published at https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-
laurea/dottorati-di-ricerca/public-health-and-lifestyle/avvisi. 
INFORMATION: https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-del-
dipartimento/public-health-and-lifestyle 
 
 

PhD COURSE IN  
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES  

 
LOCATION: Department of Brain and Behavioral Sciences 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Antonio Pisani 
RESEARCH TOPICS:  
BIOCHEMISTRY TRACK:  

https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-di-ricerca/public-health-and-lifestyle/avvisi
https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-di-ricerca/public-health-and-lifestyle/avvisi
https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-di-ricerca/public-health-and-lifestyle/avvisi
https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-del-dipartimento/public-health-and-lifestyle
https://spmsf.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorati-del-dipartimento/public-health-and-lifestyle
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Biochemical and immunological characterization of bacterial proteins, their role in infective 
process and possible vaccinal use.  
Molecular bases of diseases associated to aging and amyloidosis; analysis of connective matrix 
in normal and pathological conditions; proteins of biomedical interest: functional and 
structural studies.  
Generation and characterization of animal models of human diseases. 
Biochemistry of human erythrocyte.  
Pathogenic mechanisms of diseases related to protein-misfolding: biochemical markers. 
Biochemical mechanisms of platelet production. 
Identification of new biomarkers in biological fluids from patients affected by severe lung 
disorders and rare neurodegenerative diseases; analysis of bronchoalveolar lavage fluids from 
COVID-19 and chronic airways disease patients to investigate the role of proteases and 
associated inhibitors in extracellular matrix degradation. 
Elucidation of the molecular mechanism of amyloid fibrils formation in vivo and in 
experimental models of the disease. Investigation of structure, folding/misfolding dynamics of 
amyloidogenic proteins. Mechanism of toxicity of amyloid fibrils in vivo. 

PHARMACOLOGY TRACK:  
Receptor pathology, metabolism and cell kinetic study; environmental toxicology; 
gastrointestinal pharmacology; clinical pharmacology of active drugs on the central nervous 
system.  
Antineoplastic drugs pharmacology; transplant pharmacology; pharmacoepidemiology and 
pharmacoeconomics of active drugs on the central nervous system, the cardiovascular system 
and gastrointestinal system.  
Pharmacology and molecular mechanisms associated with neurodegenerative diseases, such 
as neuroinflammation; single-cell -omics and nanotechnology for precision medicine 
applications. 
Environmental effects on the immune system; pharmacology of the signaling transduction 
systems in the neurologic, oncologic and immune system diseases.  
Neurobiology and behavioral pharmacology of neurodevelopmental disorders. 

PHYSIOLOGY TRACK:  
Molecular and cellular physiology of the nervous system; cellular communication and 
plasticity in the cerebral circuits; physiology and biophysics of sensory, motor and cognitive 
functions; mathematical model of cells, circuits and brain; cellular communication in the 
cardiovascular system; physiology of the skeletal and cardiac muscles; physiology of the 
gastrointestinal system.  

NEUROSCIENCE TRACK:  
Neurodegenerative diseases; neuroimmunology; neuro-oncology; epilepsy and sleep; primary 
headaches; neurorehabilitation; experimental models of neurological diseases; 
neuroepidemiology and research methodology; neuroendocrinology and functional neurology; 
pediatric neuroscience. 

MEDICINE TRACK:  
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Disciplines within the medical sciences (cardiology, hematology, pathology, pediatrics); 
translational fundamental and clinical research on human diseases. 
Cardiology: molecular basis of inherited cardiomyopathies and arrhythmias.  
Pediatrics: immunopathological bases of diseases in childhood.  
Hematology: molecular basis of myeloid neoplasms and its clinical implications; recognition of 
the mechanisms of progression to neoplasm; integrated genomic DNA/RNA profiling of myeloid 
malignancies in the diagnostic setting, as well as the development of genomic classification 
and prognostic models. 
Pathology: etiopathogenic role of viral infections and immunodeficiency-related conditions; 
molecular basis of extranodal lymphomas and its clinical implications; immunophenotypical 
characterization. 

The PhD course in Biomedical Sciences is dedicated both to candidates graduated in scientific 
disciplines (for example Biology, Physics and Engineering) with an interest in basic and applied 
research to disease, and to candidates graduated in Medicine who choose the postgraduate 
doctoral training with the intent to acquire skills in the context of translational research. The 
mandatory training activity is intended to improve knowledge and skills required for 
understanding functional and pathological mechanisms using a multi-scale approach (molecular, 
cellular, systemic) and includes courses in mathematics, biophysics, computer science, 
physiology, biochemistry, pharmacology, pathology and therapy. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
take the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for 
applications).  
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:  

a. arithmetic mean of the scores obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s 
degree courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 4 
points);  

b. curriculum vitae et studiorum (up to 2 points);  
c. scientific publications (up to 2 points);  
d. research project in Italian or English (max 3000 words), related to the PhD research 

topics. The project must be structured according to the template available at the 
following link: http://phdbms.unipv.it/admission/ (up to 2 points).  

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications.  
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10.  
The results of the qualifications assessment will be published online no later than August 26, 2024. 
The results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can 
be accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 

http://phdbms.unipv.it/admission/
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INTERVIEW: September 3, 2024 at 9:00 (CET) - Aula 1.3 - Campus Salute - Viale Golgi 19 (within the 
Policlinico San Matteo) – Pavia.  
The interview will be focused on the main topics covered by the PhD course and in particular the 
research project submitted by the candidate. The research project will not be binding if the 
candidate is admitted to the PhD program.  
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: http://phdbms.unipv.it/admission/ 
 

PhD COURSE IN  
TRANSLATIONAL AND PRECISION MEDICINE 

 
LOCATION: Department of Molecular Medicine 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Roberto Bottinelli 
RESEARCH TOPICS:  
“Basic research”: 1. Gene editing and potential applications; 2. Stem cells and tissue homeostasis; 
3. The cell biology of cancer; 4. Protein structure, function and homeostasis; 5. Mechanisms and 
regulation of immunity; 6. Intercellular communication and cell signaling;  
“Clinical research”: 1. Cancer genetics; 2. Gastrointestinal inflammation and cancer; 3. Infections 
and immune response to pathogens; 4. Mendelian diseases; 5. Atherosclerosis and thrombosis; 6. 
Blood cancers 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and tests (written test and interview). Both 
tests will be held in English for all candidates. 
Candidates are allowed to take the interview via videoconference. The videoconference must be 
requested by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art. 5 of this 
Call for applications).  
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the written 
test and the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 5 points); 

b. curriculum vitae et studiorum (up to 2 points); 
c. a maximum of 2 reference letters issued and submitted directly by professors from the 

university where the degree was awarded or by other professors/researchers who have had 
direct contact with the applicant. During the online application, the candidate will enter 
the contact data of the chosen referee who, through a specific online procedure, will have 

http://phdbms.unipv.it/admission/
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to upload the reference letter directly in the University portal by the deadline of the call. 
Unlike the other documents, the letter must not be uploaded by the candidate during the 
online application procedure. Letters uploaded by the candidate him/herself will not be 
evaluated by the committee (up to 2 points); 

d. scientific publications. Only publications from the last 5 years that are congruent with the 
research topics of the PhD course will be considered (up to 1 point). 

Except for the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure 
indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications. 
WRITTEN TEST: September 3, 2024, at 9:00 (CET), “Aula A di Fisiologia” of the Department of 
Molecular Medicine – Via Forlanini n. 6, Pavia. 
The written test consists of the writing of an abstract in English, based on a scientific article on 
the research topics of the PhD course. Before the beginning of the test the committee will draw, 
from a list of previously selected articles, a clinical article and a basic research article, among 
which candidates can make their choice. The written test is aimed at assessing the analytical, 
deductive and synthesis skills of the candidate. 
The results of the written test will be published by September 5, 2024 at 13.00 (CET) on the website 
of the Department of Molecular Medicine or communicated to the candidates via email.  
INTERVIEW: September 10, 2024, at 9:00 (CET), “Biblioteca di Fisiologia”, Department of Molecular 
Medicine – Via Forlanini n. 6, Pavia. 
The interview will concern a research topic drawn by each candidate, either related to basic 
research or clinical research areas, at the choice of the candidate. It will also focus on the 
candidates’ education and on the research projects of their interest, with the purpose of verifying 
their aptitude towards research. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFO: https://medicinamolecolare.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorato-medicina-
traslazionale-e-di-precisione 
 
 
 

MACRO-AREA OF HUMANISTIC AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN PRIVATE LAW, ROMAN LAW AND EUROPEAN LEGAL CULTURE 

 
LOCATION: Department of Law 

http://molecularmedicine.unipv.it/phd-programme/
http://molecularmedicine.unipv.it/phd-programme/
https://medicinamolecolare.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/post-laurea/dottorato-medicina-traslazionale-e-di-precisione
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COORDINATOR: Prof. Umberto Stefini 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Civil Law; Labour Law and Employment Relations; Commercial Law, 
Intellectual Property and Unfair Competition; Roman Law; European Legal Culture. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE:  

− candidates applying for the positions labeled as cat. 989 (regular positions and position 
with scholarship “Facing Global Challenges”) are selected through qualifications 
assessment, research project and tests (written test and interview). 
At the choice of the candidate, the written test will focus on one of the following topics: 
Civil Law; Labour Law and Employment Relations; Commercial Law, Intellectual Property 
and Unfair Competition; Roman Law; Legal History. During the interview, candidates will 
discuss the research project submitted along with the application.  
This admission procedure is reserved for the 5 regular scholarships (one for each sub-
program), for the position with scholarship “Facing Global Challenge” for commercial law, 
and for the position without scholarship (7 positions in total).  

− candidates applying for the position labeled as cat. 982 (position with scholarship PNRR 
629/2024 PA) are selected through qualifications assessment, research project and 
interview. 
A position on the topic of philosophy of law (SSD IUS/20), funded with PNNR 629/2024 PA  
scholarship, is available; candidates for this position will be selected through qualifications 
assessment and interview, including a discussion of the research project, without written 
test. A separate ranking list will be drawn up.  

Candidates will be allowed to take the tests in English.  
It is not possible to apply for more than one category.  
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of the English language will be verified during 
the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH PROJECT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED 
UPON ASSESSMENT OF EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS AND RESEARCH PROJECT, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

a. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s degree 
courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 4 points); 

b. scientific publications, excluding the master’s degree thesis (up to 2 points); 
c. other relevant qualifications (up to 1 point); 
d. research project written in Italian, English, French or Spanish language (max 2000 words) 

indicating the research topic chosen by the candidate among those listed above. The 
project’s structure should be as follows: general introduction about the state of the art 
relative to the chosen topic; presentation of the research objectives; description of the 
methods; discussion of the expected results; evaluation of the theoretical and/or practical 
implications (up to 3 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
WRITTEN TEST: September 17, 2024 at 10:00 (CET), “Aula I”, Department of Law – C.so Strada 
Nuova n. 65, Pavia. 
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For the topics concerning the program in Private Law, Labour Law, Commercial Law and 
Intellectual Property, during the written test candidates will be allowed to consult codes without 
comments by scholars and without case law. For the topics concerning Roman Law and European 
Legal Culture candidates will be allowed to use the sources in the ancient languages (Latin or 
Greek): Gai Institutiones, Corpus iuris civilis, Fontes iuris Romani antejustiniani (etc.), Glossa, 
Corpus Iuris Canonici (etc.). 
INTERVIEW: September 19, 2024 at 9:30 am (CET), “Aula VI”, Department of Law – C.so Strada 
Nuova n. 65, Pavia. 
INFORMATION: https://giurisprudenza.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-
programs/dottorati-di-ricerca/doctorate-private-law-roman-law-and-european 
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

a. Private Law (sub-programs: Civil Law, Labour Law, Intellectual Property, 
Commercial Law); 

b. Roman Law and European Legal Culture (sub-programs: Roman Law, History of 
Medieval and Modern Law). 

 
 

PhD COURSE 
IN PUBLIC LAW, CRIMINAL AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE  

 
LOCATION: Department of Law 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Sergio Seminara 
RESEARCH TOPICS: general theory, structure and dynamics of Italian and comparative public law; 
relationships between legal systems (international, European and national systems); 
administrative law; fundamental rights; constitutional law; citizenship and immigration law; 
environmental law; domestic and international criminal law;  criminology;  criminal  procedure 
and enforcement; public and private international law; international organization; institutions of 
the European Union; judicial cooperation. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE:  

− candidates applying for the positions labeled as cat. 989 (regular positions, with or without 
scholarship) are selected through qualifications assessment and tests (written test and 
interview). 

− candidates applying for the position labeled as cat. 982 (topic-related scholarship) are 
selected through qualifications assessment and interview. They will have to submit a 
research project (max 5000 characters, including spaces and bibliography) organized as 
follows: 1) short introduction about the state of the art relative to the chosen topic; 2) 
presentation of the research objectives; 3) discussion of the expected results with 
evaluation of the theoretical and/or practical implications of the research project. The 
research project must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of 
this call for applications. The research project will not be considered for assessment, but 
will be discussed during the interview in order to assess the candidate’s aptitude toward 
research.  

http://phddpdecge.unipv.eu/site/home.html
http://phddpdecge.unipv.eu/site/home.html
https://giurisprudenza.dip.unipv.it/en/education/post-graduate-programs/dottorati-di-ricerca/doctorate-private-law-roman-law-and-european
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PLEASE NOTE:  Candidates who wish to apply for the topic-related scholarship must select 
the appropriate category (982). The interview will include a discussion of the topics of the 
scholarship . A separate ranking list will be drawn up.  

ADDITIONAL POSITIONS RESERVED FOR CANDIDATES WITH A SCHOLARSHIP FROM A 
FOREIGN COUNTRY: 2. For these positions, students will be selected through qualifications 
assessment and interview in person or via videoconference. The Committee will draw up specific 
reports and a separate ranking list.  
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English, German, French or Spanish will be 
verified during the interview. Foreign candidates will also have to demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of Italian. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. arithmetic mean of the marks obtained in the exams taken during the candidate’s 
degree courses, to be calculated and declared by the candidates themselves (up to 6 
points); 

b. scientific publications (up to 4 points). 
The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
 
WRITTEN TEST: September 10, 2024 at 9:30 am (CET), at the Department of Law – Aula I – C.so 
Strada Nuova n. 65, Pavia. 
During the written test candidates will be allowed to consult codes without comments by scholars 
and without case law. 
INTERVIEW: September 12, 2024 at 10:00 am (CET), at the Department of Law – Aula VI – C.so 
Strada Nuova n. 65, Pavia. 
INFORMATION: http://dottorati.unipv.eu/on-dip/phddpgpi/Home.html 
The PhD course involves the following programs: 

a. Public law; 
b. Criminal and international justice. 

 
 

PHD COURSE  
IN PHILOSOPHY 

 
LOCATION: Department of Humanities  
COORDINATOR: Prof. Luca Fonnesu 
COOPERATING INSTITUTION: Department of Antiquities, Philosophy, History (DAFIST) of the 
University of Genova; Department of Humanities of the University of Piemonte Orientale; 
Department of Philosophy and Education Sciences of the University of Turin.  

http://dottorati.unipv.eu/on-dip/phddpgpi/Home.html


 
 

 
  

26 
 

The PhD degree will be jointly conferred by the Rector of the University of Pavia, the Rector of the 
University of Genova, the Rector of the University of Piemonte Orientale, and the Rector of the 
University of Torino.  
RESEARCH TOPICS:  
Curriculum Ethics and Political Theory 
Metaethics – Normative ethics - Ethical theory and applied Ethics - Bioethics - Political Philosophy 
- Theories of Justice - Theories of Democracy – History of ethics - History of political thought - 
Usefulness of philosophy in the understanding of the digital world 
Curriculum Mind, Science and Language  
Philosophy of language and mind - Philosophy of Logic and Philosophy of Physics - Epistemology 
and philosophy of science - Causality, Perception and Cognizance - Psychology of reasoning - 
Philosophy of Cognitive Sciences - Analytical Ontology and Metaphysics - Contextualism and 
relativism - Philosophy of Frege, Russell and Wittgenstein - Usefulness of philosophy in the 
understanding of the digital world 
Curriculum History of Philosophical and Scientific Thought 
History of Ancient, Medieval, Modern and Contemporary Philosophy - Philosophy of Illuminism - 
Classical German Philosophy - Relations between the history of philosophy, the history of 
scientific thought, in particular modern, and the history of medicine - Usefulness of philosophy in 
the understanding of the digital world 
Curriculum Theory: Phenomenology, Ontology and Hermeneutics 
Aesthetics - Hermeneutics - Social Ontology - Collective Intentionality - Phenomenology - 
Theories of Perception, Imagination and Emotion - Interreligious dialogue - Philosophy of Art and 
of the New Media - Usefulness of philosophy in the understanding of the digital world 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview via videoconference. 
Candidates are allowed to take the interview in English.  
PLEASE NOTE: candidates, during the online applications, will have to state their preference for 
one of the four programs provided.  
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 60 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a.  Graduation mark (or arithmetic mean of the marks obtained during the Master’s Degree if 
the candidate has applied before the attainment of the second-level degree), Index and 
abstract of the thesis (max 500 words), extract of the master’s thesis (max 3000 words 
including bibliographic references): up to 20 points; 

b. publications and other scientific titles: up to 5 points; 
c. research project (max 3000 words) drafted by the candidate, consistent with the research 

topics of the PhD course: up to 30 points; 
d. two reference letters, in Italian or English language, issued and submitted directly by 

professors from the university where the applicant’s degree was awarded or by other 
professors/researchers who have had direct contact with the applicant. During the online 
application, the candidate will enter the contact data of the chosen referee who, through a 
specific online procedure, will have to upload the reference letter directly in the University 
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portal by the deadline of the call. Unlike the other documents, the letter must not be 
uploaded by the candidate during the online application procedure. Letters uploaded by the 
candidate him/herself will not be evaluated by the committee: up to 5 points. 

With the exception of the reference letters, the qualifications must be submitted according to the 
procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 40/60.  
The results of the qualification assessment will be published online within August 26, 2024. The 
results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can be 
accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: via videoconference, September 5, 2024, at 10. 
The interview, held in Italian or English, will include a discussion of the candidates’ research 
project and their scientific outline.  
Before the interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The University 
of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to take the interview due to 
technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION:  www.finophd.eu 
The following programs are provided:  

a) Mind, science and language  
b) Ethics and Political Theory 
c) History of philosophical and scientific thought 
d) Theory: Phenomenology, Ontology and Hermeneutics. 

 
 

PHD COURSE IN 
LINGUISTICS 

 
LOCATION: Department of Humanities 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Silvia Luraghi 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Language typology, Historical and Indo-European linguistics, 
Sociolinguistics, English linguistics, Pragmatics, Theoretical linguistics, Corpus linguistics, 
Computational linguistics, Applied linguistics, Second Language Acquisition and Teaching, 
Linguistics of modern languages. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. 
Candidates who wish to compete for topic-related scholarships must state their interest before the 
beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: the candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the 
interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 60 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

http://www.finophd.eu/
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a. Knowledge at least at B2 QCER level of foreign languages, demonstrated by certification 
dated not more than 3 years from the date of publication of this call, or documentation 
attesting the achievement of an academic degree or the attendance of courses related to 
these languages: up to 5 points.  
The languages are evaluated as follows: 

− Each language at B2 level (English excluded): up to 1 point 
− Each language at C1/C2 level (English included): up to 2 points. 

b. Publications: only the publications relating to the last 5 years from the deadline of the 
call and considered as consistent with the research topics of the PhD course will be 
evaluated. Each publication receives a maximum of 1 point: up to 5 points; 

c. Research project in Italian or English (max. 3,000 words + bibliography), related to 
research topics pertaining to the disciplinary areas of the PhD course. The project will 
be structured as follows: general introduction on the state of the art relating to the 
subject chosen by the candidate, presentation of the research objectives envisaged, 
description of the working methods and sources to be used, discussion of the expected 
results: up to 50 points; 
The following items are evaluated: 

− Relevance: up to 8 points 
− Structure and objective coherence and clarity: up to 36 points 
− Bibliography: up to 6 points 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 42/60. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be announced no later than July 15, 2024. The 
results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can be 
accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: July 25, 2024, at 10:00 am (CET), via videoconference on Zoom platform. 
During the interview, the research project submitted by the candidate will be discussed. The 
research project will not be binding if the candidate is admitted onto the PhD course. The interview 
will have the purpose to ascertain the candidate’s aptitude towards research and will also concern 
the topics of the PhD course. The knowledge of the English language will be verified during the 
interview. 
UP TO 30 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED FOR THE INTERVIEW, AS FOLLOWS: 

- discussion of the research project: up to 23 points 
- knowledge of the topics pertaining to the PhD programs: up to 7 points  

Before the interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The University 
of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to attend the interview due to 
technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-di-ricerca-
linguistica  
The following programs are provided:  

a. Language typology, general and historical linguistics 

https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-di-ricerca-linguistica
https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-di-ricerca-linguistica
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b. Sociolinguistics and pragmatics 
c. Applied and computational linguistics 
d. English language and linguistics. 

  
 

PhD COURSE 
IN SCIENCES OF THE LITERARY AND MUSICAL TEXT 

 
LOCATION: Department of Humanities 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Mirko Volpi 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Textual Criticism from the Middle Ages to the Present; Critical Editions of 
Texts and Literary Criticism from the Middle Ages to the 21st Century; History of Italian Language; 
History of Theatre and Cinema; Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures; Musicology. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and tests (written test and interview).  
Candidates who wish to compete for one of the topic-related scholarships must state their interest 
before the beginning of the interview. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: candidates’ knowledge of English, French, German, Spanish or 
Russian will be verified during the interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. summary of the second-level degree thesis in Italian or English (max. 1000 words) (up to 1 
point); 

b. exams taken during the candidate’s degree courses, if relevant for the research areas of the 
PhD course (up to 1 point); 

c. research project, either in Italian or in English (max. 3000 words, bibliography not counted), 
related to research topics pertaining to the programs listed below. The project’s structure 
should be as follows: general introduction about the state of the art relative to the chosen 
topic; presentation of the research objectives; description of the methods and the sources 
the candidate intends to use; discussion of expected results (up to 8 points). 

The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
WRITTEN TEST: July 11, 2024, at 9:00 (CET). More information on the test, as well as the location, 
will be communicated to candidates by the Committee via email. 
The written test will consist of: 

1. for the Modern Philology program: discussion of philological-critical issues referred to 
crucial texts of Italian and Romance literature or linguistic-stylistic analysis and 
historical-literary commentary of a chosen text; 

2. for the Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures program: discussion in the chosen 
language of either philological-literary or linguistic issues pertaining to authors, texts, 
textual genres, specific periods of the language and culture, or 
historical/literary/stylistic/linguistic analysis with commentary on a text;  



 
 

 
  

30 
 

3. for the Musicology program: historical, analytical and stylistic discussion of at least two 
musical pieces chosen among those from different periods and repertoires proposed by 
the Committee, including those relevant to ethnomusicology, popular contemporary 
music and media studies.  

The list of candidates admitted to the interview will be published according to a procedure that 
will be communicated the day of the written test. 
INTERVIEW: July 24, 2024, at 11:00 (CET). More information on the test, as well as the location, 
will be communicated to candidates by the Committee via email. 
The interview will be in either Italian or the foreign language chosen by the candidate among 
those listed above and will concern: 

1. a thorough discussion of the research project; 
2. the assessment of the candidate’s competence related to the chosen program; 
3. the assessment of the knowledge of one of the following languages: English, French, 

German, Spanish, Russian. 
INFORMATION: https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-scienze-del-
testo-letterario-e-musicale 

The PhD course involves the following programs: 
MODERN PHILOLOGY 
Research areas: 

1. Genetic criticism and textual tradition; critical editions and commentaries of texts from the 
origins to the 21st century 

2. History of literary criticism 
3. Theory of literature 
4. Renaissance and Modern literature and culture 
5. Mass and consumer literature 
6. Italian linguistics 
7. Dramatic texts and places 
8. Philology and criticism of film language 
9. Metrical theory and analysis 
10. Reception of Greek and Latin texts in modern literatures. 

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES 
Research areas: 
The program covers 6 areas, interacting also on a comparative basis: English studies; Germanic 
philology; French studies; German studies; Spanish studies; Slavonic studies. Within these 
linguistic areas, the following fields are foregrounded: 

1. Critical edition and analysis of Medieval Germanic texts 
2. Ancient book studies 
3. Criticism of the European novel 
4. Textual analysis and criticism (theory and practice) 
5. Literary translation 

https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-scienze-del-testo-letterario-e-musicale
https://studiumanistici.dip.unipv.it/it/didattica/dottorati/dottorato-scienze-del-testo-letterario-e-musicale
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6. Language studies (history of the English/French/German/Russian/Spanish language) 
7. History of drama (script and performance). 

 
MUSICOLOGY 
Research areas: 

1. Musical philology from the Middle Ages to the 21st century 
2. Music theories and analysis from Antiquity to the 21st century 
3. Musical theatre from the 17th to the 21st century 
4. Music and literature 
5. Music and the media 
6. Organology and music iconography 
7. Ethnomusicology 
8. Contemporary popular music 

 
 
 

PHD COURSE IN 
COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND PRACTICES 

(Industrial PhD course) 
 
LOCATION: Department of Political and Social Sciences 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Flavio Antonio Ceravolo 
COOPERATING COMPANIES: Spindox SpA e Fondazione Fondazione Istituto Neurologico 
Nazionale C. Mondino – IRCCS 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Digital communication, reputation management and public opinion, 
narrative models, quantitative and qualitative research for communication and marketing. 
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Candidates are allowed to 
have the interview in English and/or via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested 
by selecting the appropriate option in the online application procedure (see art.  5 of this Call for 
applications). 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: the candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the 
interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

a. graduation marks of both the bachelor and master’s degree, or weighted and arithmetic 
average of the marks obtained during the degree course: up to 7 points; 

b. internship, research or work experience consistent with the topics of the PhD course: up 
to 2 point; 

c. any training courses, “master” courses or other educational qualifications consistent 
with the topics of the PhD course: up to 1 point. 
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The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be announced no later than July 25, 2024. The 
results will be posted in the Personal Area of the candidate in the University website. This can be 
accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: September 13, 2024, at 10:00 CET, at the Department of Political and Social Science, 
C.so Strada Nuova n. 65, Pavia.  
The interview will focus on the topics of the PhD course as well as on the candidate’s studies. 
Candidates who requested to take the interview via videoconference will be informed by the 
Committee about the date and time of the interview. Before the interview, candidates will be asked 
to show a valid identity document. The University of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a 
candidate’s failure to take the interview due to technical difficulties. 
INFORMATION: please refer to the Coordinator of the PhD program 
(flavioantonio.ceravolo@unipv.it) and the didactic office (claudia.parimbelli@unipv.it). 
 
 

 

PHD COURSE IN 
HISTORY 

 
LOCATION: Department of Political and Social Sciences 
COORDINATOR: Prof. Elisabetta Colombo 
RESEARCH TOPICS: Pre-classical ancient Near East; Ancient history and historiography; Greek, 
Etruscan-Italic and Roman archaeology, topography and art; History and civilization of Greek and 
Latin Middle Age; Modern and Contemporary History; Constitutional and Administrative History; 
History and Politics of European Integration; History of Asia and Africa. 
For further information on the research topics please visit the PhD course website: 
http://phdstoria.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html  
PhD students will be required to spend a research period abroad of at least 12 months over the three 
years. For what concerns the scholarships labeled as PNRR DM 629/2024, please refer to the call 
for applications, art. 13 co. 3.  
ADMISSION PROCEDURE: qualifications assessment and interview. Only candidates who are 
abroad at the time of the interview for work or study reasons are allowed to take the interview 
via videoconference. The videoconference must be requested by selecting the appropriate option 
in the online application procedure (see art. 5 of this Call for applications). Candidates are allowed 
to take the interview in English. 
LINGUISTIC KNOWLEDGE: the candidates’ knowledge of English will be verified during the 
interview. 
QUALIFICATIONS ASSESSMENT: UP TO 10 POINTS ARE ASSIGNED UPON ASSESSMENT OF 
EACH CANDIDATE’S QUALIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS: 

mailto:flavioantonio.ceravolo@unipv.it
mailto:claudia.parimbelli@unipv.it
http://phdstoria.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html


 
 

 
  

33 
 

a. exams taken during the candidate’s degree courses, including the marks. Candidates 
will have to provide, for each degree course, the final mark obtained and the arithmetic 
average of the marks obtained in the exams. Candidates holding a degree obtained 
abroad will have to submit a transcript showing, for each degree course, the final mark 
obtained and the arithmetic average of the marks obtained in the exams, and 
mentioning the minimum grade for sufficiency and the maximum grade (up to 2 points); 

b. post lauream diplomas (specialization schools, Italian Master courses); participation in 
archaeological excavation campaigns in a supervisory position; collaborations with 
libraries/museums/archives, with medium-high responsibilities; proven training period 
abroad; possible additional work or research activities at qualified institutions. All the 
above-mentioned activities must be confirmed by uploading the relevant dated 
certificates issued by the management (up to 1 point); 

c. publications (only if already published or accepted for publication; a pdf file, as well as 
full information pertaining to the publisher, must be provided); conference reports 
already accepted for publication (a certificate issued by the editor or the conference 
organizer must be provided). Publications and conference reports must be less than 5 
years old and must be congruent with the research topics of the PhD course (up to 2 
points); 

d. research project in Italian or English (max 16000 characters, including spaces; 
bibliography, sources and figures not counted), related to one of the above-mentioned 
PhD research fields. The research project is to be structured as follows: short literature 
review; presentation of the research project and its goals; discussion of the expected 
outcomes (this must specify the project’s likely contribution to the disciplinary field/s 
concerned); provisional research plan during the three years of PhD course (up to 5 
points). 

A curriculum vitae is also required, which will not be considered for assessment.  
The qualifications must be submitted according to the procedure indicated in art. 5, para. 2 of this 
call for applications. 
The minimum score to be admitted to the interview is 6/10. 
The results of the qualifications assessment will be announced no later than July 18, 2024. The 
results will be posted in the candidates’ Personal Area in the University website. This can be 
accessed using the login information provided at the end of the registration procedure. 
INTERVIEW: July 25, 2024, starting from 10:00 am (CET). The interview will take place in 
presence; videoconferencing is possible only for applicants who are abroad at the time of the 
interview for work or study reasons. 
The interview will be held in Italian or English and will verify the candidate’s knowledge of the 
English language. The interview will focus on the research project in order to ascertain the 
candidate’s aptitude towards research and his/her expertise and background in the research 
project’s field of studies. The research project will not be binding if the candidate is admitted onto 
the PhD course. 
Before the interview, candidates will be asked to show a valid identity document. The University 
of Pavia does not take any responsibility for a candidate’s failure to attend the interview due to 
technical difficulties. 



 
 

 
  

34 
 

INFORMATION: http://phdstoria.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html 

http://phdstoria.unipv.eu/site/en/home.html

